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October 2014  

Morning Star Academy News 

Dates to Note: 

 

 

• Oct 1 - Mid-Quarter 

• Oct 3 - School 

Pictures for pre4 

through 12th grades 

• Oct 6 - Pizza Ranch 

Tip Nigh-Student 

Council Fundraiser, 

5pm-9pm 

• Oct 13 - No School, 

Columbus Day 

• Oct 15 - PSAT 

• Oct 17 - Race for 

Education 

• Oct 24 - Low Proto-

col, Fr. & Soph. 

• Oct 31 - End of 1st 

qtr  

 

 

Headmaster’s Notes-A Chestertonian Spirit 
During the 1950s, Dr. Alfred Kessler stumbled upon a gem. Kessler, a fan 
of the British journalist, author, and Christian apologist, G.K. Chesterton, 
found a book entitled Platitudes in the Making: Precepts and Advices for Gentryfolk 
by Holbrook Jackson. What made this book special is that it was a copy of 
the book given to Chesterton by Holbrook Jackson. Jackson and Chester-
ton, while friends, were worlds apart theologically and philosophically so the 
copy of Jackson’s book found by Kessler was laced with Chesterton’s witty 
remarks on the platitudes in Chesterton’s own handwriting. Some of my 
favorite quips from Chesterton include the following: 

Jackson’s platitude: “He who reasons is lost.” 
Chesterton’s handwritten comment: “He who never reasons is not 
worth finding.” 
 
Jackson’s platitude: “No opinion matters finally: except your own.” 
Chesterton’s handwritten comment: “…said the man who thought he was a rab-
bit.” 
 
Jackson’s platitude: “Things done on principle are things done wrong.” 
Chesterton’s handwritten comment: “Only on the wrong principle. This last prin-
ciple, for instance.” 
 
Jackson’s platitude: “A man is a ship: his religion a harbour. Few men sail the 
high seas.” 
Chesterton’s handwritten comment: “No, men do, except to find a harbour 
somewhere.” 

 
What I appreciate about Chesterton’s comments in Platitudes Undone is how they so often refute 
Holbrook Jackson’s maxims on life, albeit in a clever and playful way. Chesterton was an effective 
voice for Christianity at the dawn of the twentieth century because of his unique combination of 
intelligence, winsomeness, and levity (after all, this is the man who said, “angels can fly because 
they take themselves lightly”).  
Like Chesterton, we live in an age at odds with the Christian vision of life. In such a setting, it is 
important that Christians cultivate the life of the mind. As Ken Myers says,  
 

If ever there is a time when mindless Christianity is likely to produce menacing 
consequences, it is when the surrounding culture is embracing new conventions 
of thought, new institutional arrangements, new formative practices in the shape 
of everyday life. Discernment is always an important part of Christian disciple-
ship, but it is especially necessary under conditions of radical cultural change.  

 
Morning Star aims to cultivate the life of the mind and at the same time foster a creative, gracious, 
humble, and even playful spirit—a Chestertonian spirit! We want students to see both the intellec-
tual fortitude and the vibrancy and warmth of the Christian faith.  
 
Grace and peace, 
Casey 
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♦ Family Portraits in the Park by Madeline Fox - Saturday,  October 18, 2014 - Sign up 
times will be between 11am and 5:00pm .  To book a 15-20 minute spot email Madeline at 
madelinecfox@gmail.com or  call or text 309.373.2877.  The cost  is $40 for a disk with 7-
10 edited images 

 

♦  Fall Jubilee - Saturday, November 1, 2014 - 1pm - 5pm:  Join us for an afternoon of family fun!  

• Games /Face Painting  
• Food 
• Bake Sale 
• Pie eating $5 Entry fee 
• Chili Contest- Bring your best homemade chili to enter in a chili cook-off! 

Entry fee is $5. Prizes will be awarded.  
• Pumpkin Carving Contest- Enter you pumpkin carving masterpiece in the pumpkin carving 

contest.  Entry fee is $5.  Note: All pumpkins must be carved prior to the Fall Jubilee.  
  Prizes will be awarded for all contests.   

  

♦ It’s Back - Senior Babysitting Nights at MSA: 
 Saturday, October 18, 6pm - 9:30pm 
 Saturday, November 15, 5pm - 9pm 
 Saturday, December 12,  5pm - 9pm 

Senior Class Sponsored Events 

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser for Student Council  
Please come support the MSA student council at Pizza Ranch on Monday, October 6, 
from 5-9 p.m.  We will receive all tips from this night as well as 10% of the night’s profits.  
We will be serving pizzas and bussing tables.  The money will be put toward future events 
and prizes.   

      
The Student Hunger Drive Kick-Off is September 29.  Watch for information 
to come home with your student.   
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October PTP News 
• Time and Talent Survey 

We hope that your school year is off to a happy and productive start! If you haven’t yet filled out a Time & 
Talent Survey, it’s not too late. Contact Dawn Hughes (kndhughes@msn.com) if you need an additional 
copy. 

 
• Teacher & Staff Appreciation 
 This year we will once again be reserving the last week of each month as Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week. 

The idea behind this week is to take a moment to reach out to the teachers and staff at MSA to thank them 
for all that they do for our children. Each month will have a theme which is simply meant to help guide and 
inspire you. No gesture of appreciation is too big or too small! As you’re thinking about ways to show your 
appreciation, please don’t forget about music, gym, art, library, and Spanish teachers, as well as, the support 
staff that helps keep MSA running smoothly!  

 
October’s theme will be Harvest Your Blessings. “The land yields its harvest; God, our God, blesses us.” 
Psalm 67:6 

 
• Race for Education & Spirit Week (Kindergarten-5th Grade) 
 K-5th grade will be celebrating Spirit Week in the days leading up the Race for Education on October 17. 

During Spirit Week, each day will have a different theme. Theme days are non-uniform days for those (K-
5th ) who choose to dress according to the theme. If your student chooses not to dress according to the 
theme, they will be expected to wear their school uniform. 
*Tuesday, October 14: Sports Day! Wear your favorite team’s jersey, shirt or sweatshirt! 
*Wednesday, October 15: Crazy Hat/ Hair Day! The crazier the better!  
*Thursday, October 16: Backwards/Mis-Matched Day. Let’s see how silly your outfits can be!  
*Friday, October 17: MSA Spirit Day! Wear MSA apparel to show your Mustang Pride!  

 
 
Looking Ahead..... 
 
*Parent Teacher Conferences, November 6 & 7. We’ll be looking for volunteers to help provide dinner for the     
teachers each night. Email Krystin Salazar (krystin.salazar@gmail.com) if you’d like to help!  
 
*Thanksgiving Feast, November 26. Look for details, including menu options, to be coming home soon!  


